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corpse was left in this state, the memorial of an accursed
thing to everyone that passed by. Again the form of death
might be changed. After the initial ceremonies, the man,
bound hand and foot as above, 'was placed on the ground
and covered with grass and wood and burned to death.
But what was considered, and undoubtedly was, the worst
fate of all, was when, after the transfer of the sins to him,
the victim was simply left bound to the tree. The tortures
were not so painful at the beginning as any of the above
described forms of death, but they were prolonged to a
maddening length. The degrading insults of the mob con-
tinued longer and sometimes death was long delayed." 1
In the Rathia section of the Bhil tribe of North-western
India, " in casting out disease or an epidemic from a village,
after a sacrifice to the principal deity, the Badwa (medicine-
man) will visit all the sacred spots within the precincts of
the village, chanting in a droning tone some invocation,
followed by drummers clashing copper plates: at each spot
he will offer up a little red ochre and a piece of cocoanut,
while at the principal entrance into the village limits, he will
show by various antics and rapid gestures of hand and body
with back turned to the village, that the spirit to which the
disease was due has been cast out into the adjoining territory.
Another form of casting out an epidemic is to sling some
baskets that have contained corn, and gharas (earthen pots)
that have been used for water, on a bamboo or pole which is
carried on the shoulders of men who run along the main
road, shouting at the top of their voices todkha^ todkha. On
hearing the shouts the next village send out men to meet
the boundary and these take over the burden and so the
process is repeated. Thus the epidemic is carried away often
to great distances, until eventually it is thrown into some
stream or river which stretches across the path, or is deposited
in the forest. If no one from the next village is present to
meet the procession at the boundary, the bearers are at
liberty to deposit their burden in the village precincts. Some-
times a young he-goat is similarly carried on the shoulders
of men or tied on to a light bier." a
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